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A Legendary Bill Evans Session Comes to Light

Eight days after jazz pianist Bill Evans opened at New York's Top of the Gate in October 1968, his manager let a determined college student tape the trio. The student arrived
Oct. 23—lugging a 50-pound, two-track Crown recorder and four pricey mikes—and he left with 9o minutes of near-flawless music. The tape was heard only once on the radic
then forgotten.

On Tuesday, the rare material will finally be released on "Bill Evans Live at Art D'Lugoff's Top of the Gate" (Resonance)—a two-CD set that rivals Evans's revered Village Van
recordings for Riverside in June '61. The unearthed music is frighteningly vivid—like being seated at a table on stage amid the musicians.

Today, Evans is a cult figure among jazz fans. Easily the most exquisite pianist of the 1960s, Evans redefined the piano trio after departing the Miles Davis Sextet in late 1958
Painfully introverted and sublimely subtle, Evans during this period performed with his forehead inches from the keyboard and his mouth slightly agape.

All of Evans's poetic qualities are here. The new CDs feature the evening's two sets, just as they were heard that night. Evans makes exceptional use of left-hand pedal tones w
unleashing suspenseful, springing lines with his right. You also hear bassist Eddie Gomez and newly arrived drummer Marty Morell working to jell around the pianist's conve:
playing style.

"Bill was particularly energetic that night, and there was a lot of exploration and excitement by the trio," Mr. Morell said. "I had just joined, so what you hear is us getting to k
each other musically." As for that enterprising college student and budding engineer, George Klabin, he now owns Resonance Records.

—Marc Myers
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