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Garden Party

We wonder if the rather disinterested
matrons at this mid-1950s outdoor

event are aware the Montgomery
Johnson Quintet includes the
legendary Wes Montgomery and
his brother Monk on bass.

ANN MONTGOMERY

—.’

GUITARPLAYER.COM




GUITARPLAYER.COM




WESMONTGOMERY'S METEORICCAREER

spannad lass than adacade bafara his untimely

passing in 1968. Generations of guitarists have

pared aver his recorded legacy, seeking instruction,

V4 enjoyment, and inspiration. 5o when nine undis-

SN ¢ cvered tracks—Tive live and four studio record-

ings—surfaced,itwas of histericimpart. This fact

was notlost onthe folks at Resonance Records, whoreleased them

inadeluxe package conlaining an illustrated booklet withnoles by

Pat Martine, DanMargenstarn, Dr. David Baker, Bill Milkawski, and
others as Wes Montgomery, Echoes of Indiano Avenue.

“The tapes originated from a gentleman whe tried aucticn-
ing them on eBay says album producer Zev Feldman. “They were
aventually acquired by [executive producer| Michael Cuscuna, and
we got them from him?

Initially, nothing was known about the tracks—although it was
assumed they may have beendemos recorded shortly before Mont-
gomery's first record dealin 1958. Betwean 2010 and 2011, Feld-
man and company made threa trips to Montgomery's hometown of
Indianapalis, Indiana, where they met with musicians, friends of the
family, and music schalars ta uncaver the arigins of the racordings.

“Or, David N, Baker at Indiana State University was a major cat-
alyst, explains Feldman. *For example, he remembered that Wes,
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bassist Minge lenes, and pianist EarlVanRiper perfermed regularly
at a lang-fargatten club called The Hub Bub—where the five live
recordings were probably made—and he also made astrong case
that Wes' brather Mank was the bassist an ‘Straight No Chaser”
Eventually, nearly all of the musicians wereidentified, and after
some deft audic resteration by engineer and co-executive producer
Gearge Klabin, the recerdings scund surprisingly goad.
“Thetrackswere recorded onanalogtape at an unknown speed;
says Klabin. “We received 16-bil digital transfers, and there were
drapouts, missing highs, and tape hiss. In all cases, we attemptedta
preserve asmuch of the original sound as possible, while improving
the egualizationand compensating for the effects of aging tape. There
was even the sound of a drill on two sections of ‘Round Midnight!
Employing both proprietary and Ozone RX Advanced software—
as well as lots of patience—we reduced the noise to almost zero?
All nine tunes bear witness to Montgomery’s genius, and on most,
the great man burns with an intensity and sense of abandon that
would become somawhat less prenounced as his career progressed.
“This is the first full CD of new music from Was Montgomery in
mere than 25 years enthuses Feldman."Wemay never be 100-per-
cent certainaf the true story behind these tapes, but thayare almaost
certainly the earliest recardings of Mantgemery as a leader, and,
perhaps, the moest swinging!” ~BARRY CLEVELAND




