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Vega: Spiritual Nature
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By Gearge W, Harris

[ st can’t figure out 1if [ like Resonance Fecords more for their wonderfinl archeval dizcs DONALD
likze the recent classic sezsions by Bill Evranz, Wes Montgomery and Freddie Hubbard, or for

thew forward looking original material by the lices of Tamir Hendelman, Kathy Kosins and '
Mlaran Petrescu. Either way, George Klabin' = label 13 quicldy hecoming one of my favorites,
and this tastefial zession by LA mainstay piamist Donald Vega further cements my
relationship. It's a iz of traditional, melody, style, class, elegance and mmprowizatory wision
that iz rarely zeen these days.

Vega's got the nght ouys for this session: Christian MeBnde't and Lewis Mash/dr malze up the core trio, while
quests Anthony Wilson/g, Christian Howesfolin, Bob Sheppardfsasz, Gilbert Castellanos/tp and Bob WeChesneyith
pop 1nand out of warious songs, creating a mosaic of sounds and styles to savor. Clazsic hard bop on Yega's
“moorpion” has some hot horn worl, while smooth as sk chamber jazz on Fon Carter’ s “First Troip™ features cozy
auitar work by Wilson. Violimst Howes™ brings a warm breeze on a handful of tunes, as he skates lilke Soma Hemne
on tunes like “Fiver™ and “Child’ s Play.” As for Vega humself, he’s got the touch of an ol painter, knowing when to
aive bold strokes or just a simple jot. He bops with the best on trio matenal ke “You Mever Tell We,” and can be
mchubert-romantic on his reading of Jobim's “Falando De Amor™ Each of the tunes feels like a part of a greater
whole, with each song filling a chapter in a boolk that you ultimately don’t want to put down. Look for this one;

vou'll hawve a good friend.
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